
CITY COUNCIL
~ CITYAN~J~OLULU No. 11-8, CDI, FDI

RESOLUTION

URGING THE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY TO REPORT ON WHAT STEPS IT WILL
TAKE TO ADDRESS THE FINDING THAT HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM MAY BE IN
THE CITY’S WATER SUPPLY.

WHEREAS, residents and visitors on the island of Oahu depend on the clean
and pure water from its aquifers; and

WHEREAS, recently, however, the Environmental Working Group (EWG)
released a report that the water supply of the island of Oahu contains high levels of
hexavalent chromium, also known as chromium (VI), a known cancer-causing
carcinogen; and

WHEREAS, according to EWG and Board of Water Supply (BWS) studies, the
hexavalent chromium contamination level in Oahu’s tap water tested at up to 4 partsper
billion, higher than the 0.06 partsper billion that the State of California considers to be
the safe limit, and the 0.04 partsper billion that the U. S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) considers safe; and

WHEREAS, although the EPA does not currently have a hexavalent chromium
Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL), it has published tap water goals in its Regional
Screening Level tables and is currently reviewing the MCL; and

WHEREAS, the city’s board of water supply is aware of the problem and is in the
processof developing testing procedures and protocols specific to hexavalent
chromium; and

WHEREAS, the BWS has started to assess the extent of chromium (VI) in
Oahu’swatersupplyby collecting andtestingsamplesin consultationwith theState
Departmentof Health; and

WHEREAS, the information collectedwill help to establishabaselineof the
presenceof hexavalentchromiumin ourwaterin preparationfor appropriateactions
thatmayneedto betakenin responseto furtherregulatoryguidancefrom the EPA;
now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVEDby theCouncil of theCity and Countyof Honolulu that the
BWS is urgedto reviewandanalyzethe EWG studyand providea reportto the Council
on whatstepsit will taketo addressthe finding that hexavalentchromiummaybe in the
Oahu’swatersupplywhen it receivesfurtherregulatoryguidancefrom the EPA,
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RESOLUTION

specificallyasit relatesto theexcesscancerrisk associatedwith the ingestionof
chromium(VI) in Oahu’swatersupply; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVEDthatacopy of this Resolutionbetransmittedto the
managerandchiefengineerof the Boardof WaterSupply, theStateDepartmentof
Health,the U.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency,andthe EnvironmentalWorking
Group.

INTRODUCED BY:

Ann Kobayashi

DATE OF INTRODUCTION:

January12, 2011 ____________________
Honolulu, Hawaii Councilmembers
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Introduced: 01/12/11 By: ANN KOBAYASHI

CITY COUNCIL
CITY AND COUNTY OF HONOLULU

HONOLULU, HAWAII
CERTIFICATE
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Committee: PUBLIC WORKS AND
SUSTAI NABI LITY

Title RESOLUTION URGING THE BOARD OF WATER SUPPLY TO REPORT ON WHAT STEPS IT WILL TAKE
TO ADDRESS THE FINDING THAT HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM MAY BE IN THE CITY’S WATER SUPPLY.

NOTE: COUNCILMEMBER BERG TOOK OFFICE ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY
19, 2011 FILLING THE VACANCY FOR DISTRICT I.

PUBLIC WORKS A
SUSTAINABILITY

ND 02/07/11 CR-27 — RESOLUTION REPORTED OUT OF COMMITTEE FOR ADOPTION
AMENDED IN CD1 FORM.

AS

COUNCIL 02/23/11 RESOLUTIONAMENDEDTOCD1, FD1.

ANDERSON Y BERG Y CACHOLA Y CHANG Y GABBARD TAMAYO Y

GARCIA Y HARIMOTO Y KOBAYASHI Y MARTIN Y

COUNCIL 02/23/11 CR-27 AND RESOLUTION 11-8, CD1, FD1 WERE ADOPTED.

ANDERSON Y BERG Y CACHOLA Y CHANG Y GABBARDTAMAYO Y

GARCIA Y HARIMOTO Y KOBAYASHI Y MARTIN Y

I hereby certify that the above is a true record of action by the Council of the City and Cou ty Hon lulu on this RESOLUTIO

J GARCIA, CHAIR AN G OFFICERD PRESIDINBERNICE K. N. MAU, CITY CLERK

Voting Legend: Y= Aye, Y* = Aye wlReservations, N = No, A = Absent, ABN = Abstain


